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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

February 25, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR AL HAIG

~\\
FROM: Phil Odeenq\x
A

Enclosed FYI is a review of a recent book on Vietnam that was
carried in the Post on Monday. The book, "The Village," is by
F. J. "Bing'" West. Bing was in the Marines for three or four
years, worked at Rand for several years, and now is on the OSD
(Systems Analysis) staff.

Bing worked for me for a year or so and is an exceedingly bright and
capable fellow. You may recall the "West Report' of a year ago on
Cambodia, He and two colonels from the Joint Staff and ISA traveled
to Cambodia to study the FANK, Their report, which was forwarded
to the NSC, was one of ?few careful and objective looks at the FANK,

warts and all.
[Y

I heard today tha/Bg has been suggested as the replacement for
Fred L;jg,,,l,donlt know how far it has gone, but I would be hard

ega¥d to think of a more capable man for the task. He is young
(early 30's), but has years of experience in SEA and is an energetic
doer., If you want to pursue this, John Chaisson or Jim Schlesinger
could give you a good assessment of his abilities.
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[ Books B

Brave Men at War

THE VILLAGE. By F. J. West Jr.

(Harper & Row. 238 pp, illustrated, $7.95)

Reviewed by
Peter A, Jay
The rericwer returned in
January from 18 months as
The Washington Fost's bu-
reau chief in Vietnam,

By the light of subsequent
events, the decision to send
U.S. Marines into South
Vietnam  in 1865 was little
short of disastrous.

Not only did it open the
tap through which Ameriéan
troops  were  poured ubtil
there were over 540,000 of
them on the oround, but it
bouped the Marines down in
& kind of fighting for which
the CQurps was never intend-
et—a crinding. interminable
var, of attrition that cost
over 109.000 Marne casual-
tics. ’ ‘f

Years from now, the Ma-
rines who tonch i Vietnam
will probably he best re’
membered by the American
public not  for objeclives
stormed and taken but for
the pounding they endured
slong the DMZ at places
Jike Xhesanh, Con Thien,
Firchase Fuller and the
Rockpile.

There ‘was another side to
the Marine Corps’ war, far
removext from the in, com-
bhat bases and the ewmei s g
air-supported opecatices
that were what most corre-
spoindents saw.

Reginning  in 1966, and
conthinp' e throuch 1070,
until st hefore the Ma-
rines deft Vietnam for good,
squads of Marme volunteers
Ived for months on end in a
frw 1o hamiets with Vi
evan aese ocal militimmen
2 enttar Forves, The
Femt untts were fiest ealled
s aCominned Aehon
1"ateans) and then CUPRP
WCombined Unit Pacification
Progeam) teams,

It was a strange sort of
hite. Juan around in the sun
much  of the day flirting
wath sitluve pirls and eating
fieh and rice traded for C-ra-
hens, There were no inspee-
tons and no officers—and
every night was spent on
the muve, in the rice pad-
dies and blacked-out ham.
fets, statking the local guer.
ntlas and being stalked by
them,

“What 1 like “ahout it is
that were independent and
don’t have all that chicken-
it they have ‘up at rei-
ment” a 19.year-old corporal
rned Joe Batiste told me
when 1ostayed  with  his
synad in a hambet in Quany

Nam province in 1970, But
he was a tough disecipli-
navian—the squad kept its
weapuns clean, set ils am-
bushes earclfully, and stayed
alive, .

There are military men
who feel that this is the way
Vietnam should have been
fought—by tough volunteers
who lived alongside the Vi-
etnamese  with whom they
served, fighting the same ri-
flemen's war as their enemy.

But few people thought so

then, in those days of exu-
berant faith in raw force,
and perhaps even fewer care
now. The CAPs and CUPPs
are history. like agrovilles
and strategic hamlets and
the Phoenix program, but it
is history of which the Ma-
rines can be proud.
. R J. West Jr., a former
Mearine officer who studied
the CAP program for four
years for the Rund Corpora-
tion, has written brilliantly
of this side of the war-of
one village and the militia-
men and Marines who
fought and died {ogether
there in one 17-month pe-
ried in 1966 and 1967,

Binh Nghia, in the sandy
coast of Quang Ngai prov-
ince savih of Chulai, had
been Vietcong cuuntry fur
six years when twelve Ma-
rines and a platoon of Popu-
lar Forces set up camp there
on a hill outside the village,

1t remained  Victeong
reountry, more or tess, during
the months (he combined
unit remained there—but at
greal cost to the enemy in
men, time and popular sup-
port.

But “The Village™ is not a
ook about tacties but about
people . and soldiers, Viet-
namese and American. and
how during a year and a half
of constant stress they came
to know and in some cases

cven to like each other.
As West says in his ingru-
duction, it is not a political

CtaTenan af wa
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candor with which ne wrnes
about the horrors of war in
Binh Nghia, the baby shot
by mistake and the herserk
Marine wha tricd to murder
the villagers adds ccedence
tn his tales of galluntry and
sacrifice.

\Whatever one thinks of
the war, il will take the stern-
est of ideolopues to remain
gnmoved by West's pereep-
tive and buman treatment
of the men who funght it in
BLinh Nyhin: Lam, the towh
police  chiel who asspssi-

repatriati
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BHUTTO WELGOMES
INDIA'S PROPOSAL

By MALCOLM \V, BROWNE
Spesial t2 The New York Times

RAWALPINDI, Pakistan, Feb,
22-President Zullikar Ali Bhut-
to of Pakistan made it known
today that he would reply to an
Indian offer for talks after
President Nixon has finished his
trip to China.

But Government sources here
sald Mr. Bhutto was "certain
to make a positive response
shortly.”

In an Interview reported by
the Pakistan radio, President
Bhutto said he had reccived an
indication from a friendly pow-
er that India was prepared to
hold talks with Pakistan with-
out any preconditions.

The Indian Government said
Jast Saturday that it was pre-
pared to have direct talks with
Pakistan “at any time, at any
level and without any precon-
dition.” The proposal, contained
in a letter to Secretary General
Waldheim at the United Na-
tions, was made public in New
Delhi.

President Bhutto said this was
the first such offer made by
India and described it as “a
scintillating piece of news"” and
“tha brightest thing in the past
two months.”

The three-week war between
India and Pakistan in Decem-
ber produced enormous issues
between the two countries, and
there has been no sipnificant
movement toward settlement
this far.

The most pressing are the

guarants T yoof
non-Bengalis living in Bangla;
desh. All these matters are in-
terrelated and the order of their
settlement itself is a key issue
that must. be taken up by India
and Pakistan. .

Mr, Blutto described Indla’s
offer as *a tactical maneuver'
linked with President Nixon’s
trip to China, but he appeared
to accept it nevertheless,

Talks between Pakistan and
the Nan:iadesh Government of
Sheitk Mujibur Rahman, how-
ever, ApPeAr a8 TeMote as ever.
Sh'e'iis- Mujib  has repeatedly

said he would talk directly with
Pakistan only when and if the
Pakistanis recognized his Gov-
ernment.

npated Vietcong on tivse unn
home pround until the sanje
thing  happened  to b_in_\:
Dang, the competent district
chief whom  Saigon  dis-

_trusted beeause he had been

a Vietminh (when 1 met
Irana five vears later he was
stitl an unpromoted district
chicfr the Ameriean team
jeaders, Beebe,  Sullivan,
White and MeGowan.

There is a photopraph in
wThe Village™ of 17 mem-
hwers of the team in Septem-
her, 1966, shortly hefure

CHICAGO TRIL
2% February 1\

Mililary Con”
Foiled in Cong.
Radio Reporls

BRAZZAVILLE, Congo, ¥eb,
22 [Rewters |- Beazzaville radio
reported teday that a military
coup apainst President Marien
Ngoubi had heen foiled over-
night. It said the coup was led
by army chicl of staff, Maj.
Joachim Yhombi Opangault.

The radio did not say how
the coup had been thwarted
nor did it explain the current
situation in Brazzaville, capital
of this former French territory
in West Africa.

For Its part, Pakistan has ex-
pressed willingness to talk with
Prime Minister Rahman's Gov-
ernment only with no precon-
ditions and only after the re-
moval of Indian occupation
forces in Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, gift packages for
Indian and Pakistani prisoners
of war were exchanged directly
across the Indian-Pakistani
border today for the first time
since the end of the December
hostilities.

Under Red Cross auspices,
2,000 packages for Pak?stani
prisonets and 630 packages for
Indian prisoners  were  ex-
changed, as well as mail from
relatives cn both sides. The
Pakistan radio reported that it
was expecled that on Thursday
there would be an exchange of
120 Indian and 120 Pakistani
prisorers, all sick or wounded.

Genoclde Trials Planned

DACCA, Bangladesh, Feb,
(Reutcrs)—Thchovernmer?t %%
Bangladesh plans to try 100
ernior P":kistani’militar_\' offi-
s enloefficizls eon char,
ol renncide for actions tal%eeli
(llg%nga }__he l_nsthnine months of

»a Foreign Minisi -
man said lo%ay. try spokes

He said the men, includin
ch._A. A. K. Niazi, the I'nlg
istani commander in East Pak-
istan before the state gained
independence  in December,
would be tried as ordinary
criminals. The defendants will
not be protected by the Geneva
Convention because it contains
no safeguard against such

ruesome offenses,” he de-
clared,

Tha tire mp .00 o ..

i:;lj\;dcs murI o}hcr Pakistant
r generals in addition to
General Niazi.

by an enemy force Lnat ouw-
numbered them elght to
one. Of the 17, eight are
now dead and four others
were wounded.

One is tempted to ask
why, and whether anything
intting was bought with all
this hlood. But West Jeaves
the question and the an-
swers 1o others, and his
book is the hetter for it It's
ap account of brave mien at
war in a far couniry, hon-
estiy written, and on that ac-
cout alone is worth reading.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 26, 1972

Dear Mr., Ridgway:

Dr. Kissinger has asked me to reply to your
thoughtful letter of February 8, in which you
inform him of the sale of General Electric
gas turbines to the People's Republic of China
through your manufacturing associate in
Scotland. We appreciate your keeping us
informed of this transaction, and wish you
success in the development of this commer-
cial contact with China,

Mr. Whitman Ridgway

Vice President and General Manager
Gas Turbine Products Division
General Electric Company

1 River Road

Schenectady, New York 12345
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